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Welcome to CCS Adoption
Hello. Thank you for taking the time to explore if adoption might be right for
you and for downloading this information pack. We appreciate that this is an
important step in your life that needs a great deal of consideration from the
head and heart.
Here at CCS we are always interested in talking to people who are considering
adoption. Whether you are in the earliest stages of exploring it, or want to get started
as soon as possible you can always give us a call 0117 935 0005 and talk to one of our
adoption advisers – most of whom are adoptive parents. Alternatively, come along to
one of our regular Information Evenings and talk with social workers and adopters
there. Or email us on advice@ccsadoption.org .
CCS Adoption has an ‘outstanding’ Ofsted rating and works closely with local
authorities and our own Centre for Adoption Support and Education, to prepare,
assess, match and support you and your children. Our adopters often say they chose
us because of the lifelong support we are able to oﬀer throughout the adoption
process and beyond.
However, in these pages we wanted to show you what Adoption looks like in 2018, tell
you a little about the children who are waiting for families and talk about what it takes
to be an adopter. We also wanted to share with you the stories from some of our CCS
adoptive families about how they made their families through adoption and why they
particularly chose us.
There is really no such thing as a typical adopter these days and we are keen to spread
the word that all sorts of people can and do adopt. Age, ethnicity, faith, marital status
or sexual orientation are not what determine if you will make a good adoptive parent.
Rather, we look for warmth, ﬂexibility, a child-centred approach, stability, security and
resilience as the qualities that will help most when you adopt your children.
We hope very much to be hearing from you.
Best Wishes,
Maggie Pitts
CEO
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Thinking about Adoption?
If you are thinking about adoption then there is a lot of information available,
particularly on the internet. However, there is so much that sometimes it’s
diﬀicult to know where to start. Here are a few ideas...
Anybody in the early stages of exploring adoption should have a look at the resources
on the *First4Adoption website which is a national information service for people
interested in adopting. They have some interactive quizzes and modules in their First
Steps section (www.ﬁrststeps.ﬁrst4adoption.org.uk ) and some useful information
sheets for adopters about starting the process and thinking about adoption in their
downloads area www.ﬁrst4adoption.org.uk/downloads . Some people ﬁnd it helpful
to hear the adoption stories of others. We have a few of these here on our website
and you will also ﬁnd them on the First4Adoption site along with a series of podcasts.
Another website to explore is www.adoptionuk.org
There are whole worlds of conversation about adoption on Twitter (where people
wanting to talk privately about adoption often create an anonymous proﬁle in order to
do so) together with adoption organisations and groups to join on Facebook. And of
course you can follow our social media posts about adoption on both Facebook and
Twitter.
LGBT prospective adopters will ﬁnd joining New Family Social and following their
social media pages and forum a useful and supportive place to learn about adoption
and hear the stories of other LGBT adopters. CCS has a good track record in working
with LGBT couples and singles and runs a monthly coﬀee morning for LGBT adopters.
There are also anonymous forums that discuss adoption e.g. Mumsnet and Adoption
UK which are useful places to connect and read up about adoption, although we
would advise you to approach these carefully. Sometimes they can be very supportive
and genuinely informative, particularly in the early stages, and other times they can be
places that seem only to be frequented by people who are having a hard time and
need to vent their diﬀiculties.
Our adoption advisers often recommend that people read the book No Matter What
by Sally Donovan, as an example of an adoption journey. And there is a very good
podcast series on Radio 4 called The Adoption which explores an adoption through
the eyes of the children, their social worker, their birth family and their adoptive
parents. Adoption blogs also give a great idea of the joys and challenges of becoming
an adoptive parent. Hannah Meadows’ blog has a great post with advice for those
considering adoption.
If you have read our Can I Adopt and Frequently Asked Questions pages on our
website then you will hopefully have realised that there are very few absolute barriers
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to someone being considered as an adopter. However, it’s fair to say that the adoption
assessment process is very thorough and requires a lot of self-reﬂection on your part
about your past, your present situation and what your future might look like with
adopted children. There is no such thing as the “perfect” adopter but ultimately, we
will be looking for evidence of these positive qualities (*with thanks to Families for
Children, our fellow Voluntary Adoption Agency in Devon for the following wise
words). It’s a good thing when you are starting out to think about whether you believe
you have these and then how you can show evidence of them to your social worker : •

Tenacity – Many adopted children have had no stability or guidance in their early lives.
They will need positive boundaries in their lives which need to be reaﬀirmed again and
again.

•

Willing to Learn – Parenting an adopted child is diﬀerent to parenting a birth child. All
adopters need to undertake learning around therapeutic parenting, and the needs of the
children they care for. Adopters who are willing to learn will take the best of practice and
make it their own – reading, watching, training and listening.

•

Resilience – You will need to carry emotions for your child sometimes, and need to talk
the diﬀicult talk about why your child was adopted and what may have happened to them
before they came to live with you. You will need to prove to them you can cope with
anything, as they need your resilience to enable them to build their own.

•

Empathetic – Adopted children come from a range of backgrounds, and many have
experienced early traumas. Empathising with this, and seeing the world through their
eyes will support them to learn and grow into a positive understanding of themselves and
others. Empathy towards their past and how it may shape their future will be essential.

•

Good Advocate – Your child may well have diﬀiculties “out there” away from home, be it
socially, educationally, physically or emotionally. Your job on occasions will be to go out
there and ﬁght for what they need. A strong sense of justice, right and wrong, and
understanding will enable you to ﬁght the ﬁght for them when required.

•

Flexibility – Flexibility is one of the key attributes in being a successful adopter. Flexible
during your assessment, ﬂexible with regard to the type of child you may consider,
ﬂexible in how you approach parenting and ﬂexible in meeting the needs of your child.

•

Good Sense of Humour – Although parenting a child through adoption is no laughing
matter, it doesn’t mean it has to be serious all of the time. The most successful adopters
are those who are able to laugh at themselves, and ﬁnd humour in diﬀicult situations.

You can ﬁnd out about our next Information Evenings at
https://ccsadoption.org/tag/information-evening/ where you can come along and
speak with adopters and social workers about what it is like to adopt and any
questions you have over your particular situation.
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What is Adoption?
Adoption gives a child a new family when living with their own family is not
possible. It is a way of giving a child, who has had a diﬀicult start, a second
chance at childhood – a legal process and permanent commitment from the
adopters which should be undertaken after careful examination of the head
and heart.
Adoption is a way of providing families for children, creating a new relationship which
can provide the long term security and love that children need. The nature of adoption
changes as society changes and we seek to put the needs of children ﬁrst.
A total of 4,350 children in England were adopted in 2017. You can ﬁnd out more
about the legal aspects of adoption on the government website relating to adoption.
There are very few absolute barriers to adoption but to hear the answers to some of
the typical questions we are asked, view our frequently asked questions page.
Besides the traditional route to adopting children who are currently in foster care
there is an emerging practice called Early Permanence (sometimes also referred to as
Concurrency, or Fostering for Adoption) which CCS has been at the forefront of
promoting and developing. We have recently become the ﬁrst adoption agency in the
country to be awarded a quality assurance mark for our work in developing this Early
Permanence practice.
We know from research that it is damaging to children if they are moved any more
than is absolutely necessary around the care system from carer to carer. Permanence
is needed for children to thrive. Early Permanence is a relatively new practice that aims
to reduce the number of moves a child in the care system potentially makes. A young
child, often a baby, is placed with adopters who are also approved foster carers and
when a legal decision is ﬁnally made about the child’s future and adoption is the plan,
then these adopters will go on to become the child’s new parents.
However, if the courts decide that the child should go back to their birth family then
they will return the child, happy in the knowledge that they have given them a secure
start and built a positive attachment. Early Permanence takes a very child-centred
person, where the adults take the risk but it has huge beneﬁts for the children
involved. For more information see our website www.adoptionconcurrency.org
If you choose to adopt with CCS you will be asked to explore whether Early
Permanence might be a route you would consider taking, alongside the more
traditional route to adoption. If, after discussion with your social worker, you decide
that this route is not for you then that is absolutely ﬁne, we just ask you at this point, to
keep an open mind.
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Why Choose CCS Adoption?
If you have decided that you want to apply to adopt you then have a choice
about who you do this with. You can choose between adopting with your
regional adoption agency/local authority, or with an independent voluntary
adoption agency like CCS. Here at CCS we would encourage you to explore
both routes in determining what is right for you.
Each agency will have a particular oﬀer in terms of how they are able to help after
adoption and a diﬀerent feel and emphasis. If you want to ﬁnd out which agencies
might cover your postcode then visit the First4Adoption site agency ﬁnder.
There have been a number of studies that compared the performance of voluntary
adoption agencies (like CCS) with those of local authorities where the voluntary
adoption agencies have performed very well.
•

70% of VAA users rated quality of service as “good” or “very good” compared
to only 44% of users of LA adoption services (Source: Coram, VAA Lost
Customer Research Report, 2015)

•

The adopter experience of VAA services is better overall (scored 8.4 out of 10 on
average, compared to 6.95 in local authorities) and the gap between their
rating of VAA and LA services grows as their journey progresses –
post-placement services score 8.15 with VAA adopters and only 6.29 with LA
adopters. (Source: Adoption UK, Adopters’ Experience of their Agency, 2015)

The process and guidelines are laid down by government and are the same for both,
although there are some diﬀerences that you should be aware of. The main distinction
is that local authorities have a number of children in their care whom they are looking
to place with adopters. The number, ages and needs of these children will vary over
time. A voluntary adoption agency, like CCS, trains, assesses and approves adopters
and then ﬁnds children for these adopters from a national register of children. At CCS
we work with you to ﬁnd your children whether they are near or far and have
experience of working with local authorities across the country. The local authority
adoption team will in the ﬁrst instance look at the children in their care and then if
there isn’t a suitable match, will look to other agencies.
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•

Ofsted Outstanding – CCS is the only adoption agency rated Ofsted
Outstanding in the area – and has been so for the past three inspections over
the last nine years. You can ﬁnd our most recent Ofsted report here.

•

We oﬀer a unique adoption support service which is free, bespoke and
genuinely lifelong. It’s what our reputation is built upon.

•

When you adopt with CCS you will be assessed and supported by a social
worker who, once you are approved, will be the same person who then ﬁnds
your children and takes you through all the stages of them joining your family.
Our staﬀ turnover is low and we pride ourselves on building genuinely lifelong
relationships with families.

•

CCS families can call on not only “their” social worker for support but also,
should they need it, our in-house Therapy Service (funded through the
government’s Adoption Support Fund) which is provided by The Centre for
Adoption Support and Education and run by CCS.

•

CCS runs The Centre for Adoption Support and Education which operates from
the same oﬀices and all our families have access to its wide range of groups,
workshops, courses and social events – all designed to support you and your
adoptive family.

•

CCS employs a large number of adopters and people whose lives have been
touched by adoption. Many of us have been where you are now and we
understand how it feels.

•

For more about why we think you should choose us see our Why Adopt with
CCS page.
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Who are the Children Waiting for Families?
The children who are waiting for families have all had a diﬀicult start in life.
They have been removed from their birth families by social services because of
physical, sexual and emotional abuse and neglect. They are living in foster care
until a permanent adoptive family can be found for them.
There are about 3000 children in England who are waiting for a new, forever family.
About three quarters of these are under 4 years of age and the majority are waiting to
be adopted with at least one brother or sister. Their additional needs, ethnicities and
cultural backgrounds vary. Children with a BAME heritage wait longest for families
which is why we are particularly keen to talk with prospective adopters from a BAME
background. What all the children have in common is that they have had unsettled,
diﬀicult early lives and have been taken into foster care while they wait for their new
family.
In 2016-17 the average age of the children that CCS found new families for was 3 years
old. Below are some example proﬁles of typical children. Their names and some of
their details have been changed to protect their identity. If you would like to read
further proﬁles of children then click through to our About the Children page.

Gareth (aged 7)
Ethnicity: White UK
Gareth has been with his carers for almost a year, having spent
5 years in the care of his birth parents, and then a year with
grandparents. He is starting to show some signs of an
attachment with them. Gareth enjoys school and he takes part
in a wide range of social activities, although continues to
struggle to maintain friendships. He enjoys playing with his
cars, lego and dinosaurs. He also enjoys dressing up in his
Spiderman and Batman outﬁts. Gareth is a talkative little boy
who has excellent communication skills. Gareth is articulate for his age and has a
charming and entertaining manner. Gareth has some understanding of his situation
but will need adopters who are able to help him understand his birth history now and
in the future. Gareth has disclosed sexual and physical abuse from his step father and
wasn’t protected by his mother. Gareth has been prescribed an asthma pump but has
hardly used this since he has been with this foster carer.
Direct Contact: yearly with birth mother.
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Leroy and Atilla (aged 4 & 5)
Ethnicity: Birth Mother White English |
Birth Father White English/Black Caribbean
Leroy and Atilla are brothers who are active
and enjoy stimulating toys and games. Both
boys need to wear glasses. Diﬀicult early
life experiences have had an emotional
impact on both boys and they need to be
placed together in a stable, secure and
aﬀectionate adoptive family. The boys and
their younger brother have lived together
with the same foster family since becoming looked after. Their younger brother has
special needs and we are seeking a separate adoptive family for him.
Leroy is an inquisitive boy who seeks attention and reassurance and thrives on being
loved. He enjoys playing outdoors especially at the local park. He also has a passion
for drawing and colouring. He has settled within his foster care family and responded
well to the structure of routines. In his foster home Leroy has shown aﬀection and
closeness towards his foster siblings and carers. It is expected that he will make
signiﬁcant attachments to his new family but needs support to recognise that aﬀection
shared is not aﬀection diluted. He missed out on early education but since placed with
his carers he has started reception class and is enjoying learning and socialising with
peers.
Atilla is an outgoing little boy with a cheeky smile. He loves to give aﬀection and
receive it. He needs help to recognise that he is important and signiﬁcant and does not
need to resort to attention seeking behaviour to be loved and receive attention. He
enjoys playing with Leroy and being in the garden. He has started nursery school
which he enjoys. Because his attention seeking behaviour can aﬀect his ability to
concentrate, he has some learning needs and will receive support in the future when
he attends school, to help him reach his potential.
Contact: twice yearly letterbox contact is envisaged with their birth parents, as well as
twice yearly contact with their brother. Leroy and Atilla’s adoptive parents may need
to reﬂect the children’s ethnic, cultural and religious background if appropriate.
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Katie (aged 8 months)
Ethnicity: White British
Katie is a happy baby who usually wakes up
smiling. She has lived with her current
carers since she was 5 months old. The
local authority are looking for Early
Permanence carers (more information on
Early Permanence) who will care for Katie
whilst the court case ﬁnishes. Katie’s 2
older siblings were previously moved and placed for adoption. Katie has poor muscle
tone which means she has to be handled as if a new baby. Katie has been identiﬁed as
a child with special needs; the extent of these needs is not yet clear due to her age.
Tests have proved inconclusive, but it is thought Katie will have special educational
needs and may need continuing care. She is having physiotherapy to help her develop
the right muscles to develop her mobility. Katie is just starting to explore food for fun.
Katie’s carer describes her as being a delightful little girl and says her smile makes
everything worthwhile. Katie is aware when her carer leaves the room and is
responsive when she returns. Katie is aware of new environments and can be
unsettled by change, taking time to settle down.
Katie likes having close contact with people and being cuddled. She thrives on
attention, enjoys watching people, and loves company and other children. Katie likes
having baths, she needs great care at bath time as she appears to have no muscle
control and can have spasms in the bath. However Katie now has special equipment
which gives her support and helps her feel secure.
Contact: Letterbox contact is envisaged with her birth parents.
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Susan and Matt Adopt Three Sisters
Some four years ago Susan and I sat in our car just outside a hospital and cried. We
had just met, for the last time, with our consultant who had conﬁrmed the news to us
that our chances of conceiving were slim at very best. The reality of this for Susan was
immediate, the pain very obvious. In true bloke fashion I postponed, or, probably
more rightly, denied the pain. I recall vividly my mind turning to what next? A life of
tropical beach holidays, of luxurious weekend city breaks, low handicap golf, fast cars
and champagne?! For those who want to be a family the truth is none of these things –
lovely as they are – hit the mark.
Whatever your philosophical or religious persuasion there is something profound in
being family. It seems to me that there is no greater happiness, no bigger challenge
and no greater sadness than having the responsibility for a child’s life. I know that
because eighteen months ago Susan and I adopted three little girls. It thrills me to
witness their progress. To see something of their childhood restored. And more than
this, that with them we are family. We would not want it any other way. Being a parent
is a challenge; being an adoptive parent is asking you to take a child and love them as
your own challenges and all. It’s a big ask.
Occasionally Susan and I will sit and try to imagine our lives without the girls. We
think this is a healthy exercise to do from time to time. It helps to put in context those
thoughts that I’m sure most adoptive parents have most days that go back to when
life was easy, restaurant eating was enjoyed and summer holidays were about
uninterrupted reading time! It isn’t long though before our conversation turns to how
life would be downright weird without the girls. They complete us.
And now for a few words…
A word on the thrills, of which there are many. Nothing beats seeing the girls develop
and grow, seeing them play with happy abandon, hearing them laugh and sing,
watching them dance, watching them explore and learn. Teaching them how to ride
scooters and bikes, build sandcastles, paddle in the sea. Watching their personalities
ﬂourish, their conﬁdence grow, boundaries being pushed. Witnessing them take on
your traits, like drinking the milk out of their cereal bowl! It is a thrill.
A word on the grind. I don’t want to paint an inaccurate picture of domestic bliss.
Being parents is an unrelenting task. The days become rhythmic blurs of getting the
girls up, breakfasting, teeth cleaning, wiping bottoms and streaming noses, dressing,
school runs, pick- ups, clothes washing, ironing, dinner making, bath time, bedtime,
ﬂake out, glass of wine, 10 O’clock news, our bedtime. All this interwoven with
seemingly inﬁnite questions and requests! This is parenting. Remorseless!
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The adoptive parent also has to work through, patiently, the various issues that come
with your children: The damage that has been done to them, their insecurities, some
of their behaviours. I knew as a child that bad behavior (ﬁghting and lying) would be
punished. I also knew that being punished didn’t alter how much my Mum and Dad
loved me. Susan and I grew up in a secure place – emotionally, physically, and
spiritually. Adoptive children’s behaviours are born out of abuse, anxiety and
insecurity, out of not knowing what will happen to them next. So it’s no good getting
cross when pants are wet for the 3rd time in a day. It won’t be an accident; learning to
ﬁnd a language that is age appropriate and gets to the root of the issue with our
children is something I’ve not found easy. It can be frustrating. Working out what
behaviour is born out of insecurity and what is ‘children being children’ is mentally
hard work.
A word on our relationship. We’ve been married for six years. The biggest challenge to
our relationship is time. Between work and looking after the girls, time together gets
marginalized. Not only does it get marginalized the quality of that time gets
compressed. Very often the best we can do is sit next to each other and watch a ﬁlm.
No talking. Once a week, on a Monday evening, we try and sit together and talk. We
do talk about the girls, but we try and talk about each other and what’s on our hearts
and minds. In short, we try to catch up. We don’t always manage to do this, but we try.
Eighteen months after having the girls we are also trying to go out on our own once in
a while. It’s a novel experience dating!
A word on our support network. I have no idea of how we would have coped without
our friends, family and understanding bosses. As a family we have been much loved.
Not only do the girls have their adoptive grandparents they have a number of
surrogate ones too; people who consistently give the girls their time so that we can
have a break.
A word on CCS. Their pre and post adoption support has been nothing short of
tremendous. Not once have we felt on our own throughout the process. Not once
have we ever felt like a number or ‘just another couple looking to adopt’. The
pre-adoption assessment work was done robustly but sensitively. The bizarre and
diﬀicult task of ‘matching’ was similarly completed sensitively. Post adoption our
social worker has just been there: to listen, to allow us to download/oﬀload, to give
helpful suggestions where it has been needed. I commend them to you.
Adoption has brought me to this place: I now watch DIY SOS Big Build and Alan
Titchmarsh’s ‘Love your Garden’ and weep! A bit of love, a lot of eﬀort and a load of
patience changes lives – ours as much as our girls! Adopt and weep! We have no
regrets.
Matt & Susan

12

Mark and Joan Adopt Three Times
Thirteen years ago we decided to pursue adoption as a means of fulﬁlling our desire to
become parents. Iit would be fair to say that our lives have now changed beyond all
recognition. We are now a family – our house is noisy, busy, happy, our children
special – precious. It is without doubt the best and most fulﬁlling decision we have
ever made – to date we have adopted 3 children.
That’s not to say it’s all been plain sailing, we’ve had to work extremely hard to do
things we doubted we were capable of and we are no means perfect parents but we
are the perfect parents for our children.
Which agency you use is very much a personal decision. CCS Adoption felt right for us
– they were professional, friendly, enthusiastic and extremely eﬀicient. We have been
fortunate enough to work with the same social worker each time we have adopted.
We have also gained childcare experience and attended study days run by CCS where
topics covered included attachment, loss, identity and so much more. We learnt so
much about ourselves and each other during the assessment stage – who would have
known my husband likes roller coasters! Our assessment (PAR) has needed updating
each time we have adopted.
Once approved the search for ‘our’ child was on – and believe you me you just know
when it’s meant to be – this ‘feeling’ has been spot on 3 times now – fortunately for us
everyone else agreed.
When we met Joseph 12 years ago he was 2 1/4 with a background of neglect and
developmental delay. I can remember the nerves and excitement about meeting him
– we knew he liked large bald men so my husband was a huge hit. I had to work much
harder to gain this little boy’s trust, but with consistency and patience we got there.
For practical reasons we decided on a bit of role reversal, I was to go to work and my
husband was to be a house husband.
Overtime it became obvious that his developmental delay was more than that – we
needed help, a referral to a paediatrician who after assessment diagnosed ADHD later
followed by autism. We hadn’t signed up for this but perhaps this has made us who
we are today. We had to be proactive advocates for our son getting statemented,
ﬁnding the right school and getting support from other professionals. CCS were right
there for us – providing advice, being a sounding board and on a more practical level
writing letters of support. Today at nearly 14 he is happy, a computer whizz, doing well
at school and towering way above me!
Four years later the time was right for a little addition to our family and we consciously
made the decision to adopt a child with special needs, this little boy was Alﬁe, 16
months old and born with a physical disability. This time, during introductions, I was so
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lucky to experience such a special moment when he crawled into my lap cuddled in
and fell asleep.
Our joy at bringing him home was marred by an unexpected medical development.
With the level of care he needed I was very aware that my returning to work after
adoption leave was not in anyone’s interests so after 20 years in my profession I
resigned! Probably now one of my best ideas as I’m the stay at home mum I always
wanted to be – I’m even on the PTA!
Not surprisingly, help for Alﬁe was more readily available as his disability was so
visible, CCS were consistent as ever, always there, and the placing authority have also
been very supportive both ﬁnancially and practically and 6 years post adoption they
remain so.
Alﬁe is the most amazing little superhero, feisty and determined – he loves life.
…..but we weren’t ﬁnished yet! In 2012 a beautiful little girl joined us all, Grace 22
months at placement, from a lovely foster family where she was adored. Again we
wanted a child with special needs, she has developmental delay and sensory issues.
She is perfect, settled brilliantly and doing well, she’s added a splash of pink and is
deﬁnitely a princess.
We have been fortunate that with each adoption our children have coped amazingly
well. We were honest and open about each adoption, realistic with time scales and
had them help with preparing for a new sibling. We are extremely proud of our
children and their relationships with each other.
I wanted to mention introduction week, a very emotional and tiring week but so
awesome (as my 3 would say). We’ll never forget the moment we met each of the
children. They too had been prepared by their foster parents and seen pics, books and
videos prepared by us so when they saw us there was deﬁnite recognition. The bond
you share grows throughout the week and by the end you feel 100% their parents. We
were lucky to have the support of my mum during intros to help with the boys which
they enjoyed and was a fantastic help for us.
Over the last 13 years as members of the CCS family we have felt supported and our
abilities as parents valued…are we ﬁnished yet?…Watch this space!
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Understanding The Adoption Process
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Post Adoption Support
Once a child’s Adoption is ﬁnalised, the parents have a choice to request help
and support as and when they need it. This could be anything from needing a
listening ear after a diﬀicult time, to help with choosing schools, or ﬁnding
therapy for a child. We would hope that, having built a relationship with us,
you would trust us and value our experience to ask for this support as you
needed it.
CCS also runs The Centre for Adoption Support and Education where you can ﬁnd a
wide range of groups, workshops and social events that are all designed to connect
and support adoptive families. Our Therapy Service at The Centre works in partnership
with local authorities and the Adoption Support Fund to provide a range of therapies
for adoptive families as and when they are needed.
At CCS our social workers stay with a family from assessment through family ﬁnding
and introductions to after adoption so you are not being passed from one person to
another. We are certainly always here for you and your adopted child from the early
years to much later on in life, since we recognise that the impact of adoption can be
lifelong.

Next Steps?
We hold regular Information Evenings at our oﬀice in Bristol and in places around the
region at which you have the opportunity to hear and speak with adopters and social
workers about what it might be like to adopt. You can book yourself in to one of these
by following the booking process online.
Alternatively, you can always call us on 0117 935 0005 and speak to one of our
adoption advisers, who are also adoptive parents, about any aspect of adoption, or
your situation as a prospective adopter.
If you want to continue with your enquiry now please complete the attached Initial
Information Form and return it to us at CCS Adoption, 162 Pennywell Road, Bristol,
BS5 0TX or email it to advice@ccsadoption.org. We will then arrange for an Adoption
Adviser to be in touch.
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Adoption can seem daunting and it is certainly one of the most
important decisions you will make in your lifetime. That’s why we
take seriously our responsibilities to ensure that you are as well
prepared and supported as possible.
We hope to oﬀer you every opportunity to think, reﬂect, learn and
share, both with other applicants and with experienced adopters so
you can make the best decisions for you and your family.

Some Useful Reading about Adoption
‘No Matter What’ by Sally Donovan is written by the author about her own
experience adopting two young children and highlights challenges and joys of
adoptive family life.
‘Big Steps for Little People’ by Celia Foster. Parenting your adopted child.
‘Proud Parents’ by Nicola Hill. Lesbian and gay fostering and adoption experiences.
‘Looking after our own’ tells the stories of black and Asian adopters, edited by Hope
Massiah. Explores their motivation to adopt, what their social workers had to oﬀer, the
roles of their friends and family and what adoption has meant to them.
‘Adopting a brother or sister’ by Heidi Argent, a guide for young children. Helpful for
families who have a birth child or children.
‘Therapeutic Parenting in a Nutshell’ by Sarah Naish of the National Association of
Therapeutic Parents.
‘A Child's Journey Through Placement’ by Vera Fahlberg.
‘First Steps in Parenting the Child who Hurts: Tiddlers and Toddlers’ by Caroline
Archer.
Other well respected authors of adoption books include Dan Hughes, Dan Siegel,
Bruce Perry, Kim Golding, Margot Sutherland, Karyn Purvis, Heather Forbes and Brian
Post.
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Give Us Your Feedback
CCS welcomes feedback so please get in touch if you have any comments or
complaints on 0117 935 0005 or email info@ccsadoption.org . For further
information about CCS Adoption Complaints Procedure please contact: Maggie
Pitts, CEO, CCS Adoption, 162 Pennywell Road, Bristol, BS5 0TX.

*This Information Pack is available on every page of our website
www.ccsadoption.org to download. When read digitally you can link through to other
places via all the text underlined in burgundy.
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Initial Information Form
Thank you for your interest in CCS Adoption. Please complete this form to
provide us with your details. Please note it is not an adoption application form.
(In compliance with the Data Protection Act all information held on the CCS‘s database will be
treated as strictly conﬁdential and will not, under any circumstances, be disclosed to a third party. All
information held will be deleted from the Society’s records if you decide not to proceed.)

1st Applicant
Forenames
Surname
Other surnames e.g.
former/maiden name
Address

Postcode
How long have you been at
the above address?
If under two years please
give previous address
Email address

Telephone Number
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Nationality

2nd Applicant
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Religious Denomination
(if any/practising or not)
Current Marriage/
Civil Partnership

Date:

Place:

Length of Relationship

Have you been married/in a
civil partnership before?
If Yes, please state how and
when the marriage/civil
partnership ended?
Occupation

Family Information
Details of any children in the
household.

Details of any other children
Have you previously applied
to this or any other agency?
If so, when?
Please let us know why you
are considering adoption.
Please share anything else
you would like us to know?
SIGNED

DATE

Yes / No

Yes / No

Death / Divorce / Annulment Death / Divorce / Annulment
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Children need parents from a wide variety of cultural and ethnic backgrounds, therefore it is
very helpful to us if you could share information about your family descent.

1st Applicant

2nd Applicant

White

White

British



British



Irish



Irish



Traveller of Irish Heritage



Traveller of Irish Heritage



Gypsy/ Roma descent



Gypsy/ Roma descent



Any other White background

Any other White background

Please specify

Please specify
………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

Dual Heritage

Dual Heritage

White and Black Caribbean



White and Black Caribbean



White and Black African



White and Black African



White and Asian



White and Asian



Any other dual heritage background



Any other dual heritage background



Please specify

Please specify

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

Asian or Asian British

Asian or Asian British

Indian



Indian



Pakistani



Pakistani



Bangladeshi



Bangladeshi



Any other Asian background



Any other Asian background



Please specify
……………………………………………………………

Please specify
………………………………………………………………
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Black or Black British

Black or Black British

Caribbean



Caribbean



African



African



Any other Black background



Any other Black background



Please specify

Please specify

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

Other Ethnicity

Other Ethnicity

Chinese



Chinese



Any other ethnic group



Any other ethnic group



Please specify

Please specify

…………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

I would prefer not to answer



I would prefer not to answer



